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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1204

Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Capital Budget (originally sponsored by
Representatives K. Schm dt, Fisher, Ronmero, Mtchell, G Chandler
Murray, Linville and Wod)

Read first tinme 03/08/1999.

AN ACT Relating to coordination of environnmental restoration and
| and acqui sition; adding a new chapter to Title 43 RCW and creating a
new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the |egislature that
state agencies that provide environnental protection, restoration,
enhancenment, and mtigation by financing, or undertaking |and
acquisition, facility construction, or other activities be better
coordinated with each other. Such coordination offers opportunities to
jointly plan, finance, construct, permt, and operate facilities, to
better address the needs of the environnment on a |ocal and regiona
basis, and to better address state-wide priorities to achi eve the nost
beneficial and cost-effective results. The intent of the |egislature
is not to reduce or elimnate any environnmental mtigation obligation
of a governnent agency, but instead to nore effectively neet that
obligation through better coordination and identification of projects
wi th highest environnental benefit.
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NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Advisory commttee" neans a comrittee advisory to the office
consi sting of representatives fromthe departnents of community, trade,
and economc developnent; ecology; fish and wldlife; natural
resources; the parks and recreation conm ssion; the interagency
commttee for outdoor recreation; the conservati on comm ssion; and the
of fice of financial managenent. O her nenbers may be added by majority
vote of the commttee. The governor, or the governor’s designee, shal
serve as chair of the advisory commttee.

(2) "Environnental project” nmeans land acquisition, facility
construction, or other activity providing environnental protection
restoration, enhancenent, or conpensatory mtigation undertaken by
state agencies or funded by state financial assistance prograns. It
does not nean the sale, transfer, exchange, or acquisition of trust
| ands managed by state agencies or regul atory environnental protection
activities.

(3) "Ofice" nmeans the environnmental affairs office of the
departnent of transportation.

(4) "Surplus real property" nmeans any real property that is not
needed by an agency now or in the foreseeable future.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 3. (1) The office shall provide a centra
depository for information collected wunder this chapter. Thi s
depository shall collect and dissemnate pertinent information on
environmental projects through electronic based systens that may
i ncl ude geographic information systens and internet functionality.

(2) By Decenber 31, 1999, the governor’s office shall provide a
report to the appropriate commttees of the | egi sl ature on the progress
of the coordination programand the advisory conmttee.

(3) By Cctober 31, 2000, the governor’s office shall report to the
appropriate committees of the legislature its findings and
recommendat i ons on coordi nati on of environnental projects. The report
shall include a description of the nethods used to: Col | ect
information on environnental proj ect s, determ ne coordination
opportunities, exam ne prograns, and determ ne benefits and costs of
recommended acti ons.

(4) Beginning wth fiscal year 2001, and each fiscal year
thereafter, state agencies that receive an appropriation in the capital

SHB 1204. PL p. 2
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budget or the transportation budget for an environnental project shal
provi de project information, including geographic |ocation and gener al
descriptive information, to the office no later than sixty days after
the end of the fiscal year.

(5) Beginning wth fiscal year 2003, and each fiscal year
thereafter, state agencies that receive an appropriation in the omi bus
appropriations act for an environnmental project shall provide project
information, including geographic l|ocation and general descriptive
information, to the office no later than sixty days after the end of
the fiscal year

(6) Beginning wth fiscal year 2005 and each fiscal vyear
thereafter, all state agencies that have surplus real property
avai l abl e for sale, trade, | ease, or reuse by ot her governnent entities
shal |l provide information on those properties, including geographic
| ocation and general descriptive information, to the office no l|ater
than sixty days after the end of the fiscal year.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The advisory conmttee is established to
advi se and assist the office in:

(1) Devel oping nethods and data base systens that facilitate the
col l ection and coordi nati on of environmental project information.

(2) Examning state financial assistance prograns that provide
funding for environmental protection, enhancenent, restoration, and
mtigation. The advisory commttee shall identify opportunities for
i nproved coordi nation that would make it easier and nore efficient for
agenci es and organi zati ons seeking funding to: Locate the prograns,
apply for funding, seek and receive technical assistance, provide
required financial reports, provide conpliance and environnental
nmoni toring i nformati on, and provi de project related i nformati on such as
site | ocation.

(3) Investigating opportunities for inproved coordination of
financial assistance programs for environnmental projects while
conplying with the statutory purpose and policy objective of these

prograns. Areas for possible inproved coordination my include:
Program i nformation di ssem nation; application deadlines; state-w de,
regi onal , and | ocal priorities for environnental protection,

enhancenent, restoration, and mtigation; application forns and
requi red application information; technical assistance; environnental
reporting and nonitoring; and project rel ated dat a.
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(4) Making recommendations on the role that other state agencies,
federal, tribal, and | ocal governnments, nongovernnental organizations,
and the general public can play in providing information that would
result in increased coordination of environnental protection
restoration, enhancenent, and mtigation activities. The advisory
commttee shall solicit cormments from agenci es and organi zations that
are eligible for state financial assistance prograns and solicit
comments from federal, tribal, and |ocal organizations that provide
financi al assistance for environnental projects.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. Nothing in this chapter shall be interpreted
in any manner by a state, federal, or |ocal governnental agency to
require any additional permtting review or approval process or
conpliance procedure from any nongovernnental entity or individua
per son.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 5 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 1999, in the state transportation budget or the omi bus
appropriations act, this act is null and void.

~-- END ---
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